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AN ACT relating to highways.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 176 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Adopt-a-Highway Advisory Committee is hereby created to:

(a)
Coordinate state and local roadside litter cleanup programs;

(b)
Establish priorities for the expenditure of funds in the adopt-a-highway fund created under Section 2 of this Act;

(c)
Develop public education programs and literature on roadside litter cleanup programs;

(d)
Promote the solicitation of gifts and grants from private entities for the adopt-a-highway fund created under Section 2 of this Act;

(e)
Recognize civic groups that have achieved distinction in the cleanup of roadside litter;

(f)
Receive and review applications for nonbinding coordination of local roadside littler control programs; and

(g)
Perform other duties as may be assigned by the Secretary of the Transportation Cabinet.

(2)
The membership of the Adopt-a-Highway Advisory Committee shall be as follows:

(a)
The Secretary of the Transportation Cabinet or the secretary's designee;

(b)
The Secretary of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet or the secretary's designee;

(c)
The Commissioner of the Department of Local Government or the commissioner's designee; and

(d)
Four (4) citizen members appointed by the Governor.

(3)
The initial appointments of citizen members appointed under subsection (2) of this section shall be made on a staggered basis. After the initial appointment, citizen members shall serve a four (4) year term`. Citizen members may be reappointed. A vacancy in an unexpired term shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term in the same manner as the original appointment to that term.

(4)
The chairperson of the Adopt-a-Highway Advisory Committee shall be elected by a majority vote of the members of the committee and shall serve a one (1) year term. A person may be elected to consecutive terms as chairperson of the committee.

(5)
Five (5) members of the Adopt-a-Highway Advisory Committee shall constitute a quorum and a quorum shall be required for the committee to conduct any proceeding or take any official action. The committee shall be required to maintain written records of all of its meetings.

(6)
The members of the Adopt-a-Highway Advisory Committee shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed the reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by the members in performing the work of the committee.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 176 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The "Adopt-a-Highway Fund" is a special fund created in the State Treasury. The fund may receive state appropriations, gifts, grants, and federal funds and shall include earnings from investments of moneys in the fund. Any fund balance at the close of the fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year, and moneys in this fund shall be continuously appropriated only for the purposes specified in this section.

(2)
The Transportation Cabinet may receive and accept grants, contributions of money, property, labor, or other things of value from any governmental agency, nonprofit organization, or private business to be used for the adopt-a-highway litter reduction program. Moneys received under this section shall be deposited in the adopt-a-highway fund.

(3)
The Transportation Cabinet shall administer the fund and may make funds available for:
(a)
Roadside litter cleanup;

(b)
Litter control organizations as the department deems appropriate; and

(c)
Public educational programs concerning litter problems.

(4)
The Transportation Cabinet shall coordinate its litter reduction efforts with the Adopt-a-Highway Advisory Committee created under Section 1 of this Act.

(5)
The Transportation Cabinet, beginning October 1, 2001, and by October 1 of each year thereafter, shall report to the General Assembly's Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources, or its successor committee, on the collection and use of money for the adopt-a-highway fund and on the activities of the highway litter reduction program.
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