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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to vehicle emissions

SPONSOR
Senator Katie Stine

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Division of Air Quality, Department for Environmental Protection, Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet, Commonwealth of Kentucky

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill would require inspection of officially registered vehicles, routinely operating in a county required to have a vehicle emission control program, at the same frequency as "privately owned registered vehicles." Current law requires vehicles having an official registration and operating in a county required to have a vehicle emission control program to be tested at least once within each twelve-month period.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

There are only four counties in Kentucky which have a vehicle emission testing (VET) program:  Boone, Kenton, Campbell, and Jefferson. Jefferson County operates its own program through a private contractor; the state of Kentucky operates the VET program in the three northern Kentucky counties through a private contractor.

Jefferson County has an annual testing (inspection) cycle; the three northern Kentucky counties have a two-year testing cycle and, thus, are the only counties which would be affected by the bill.

The cost of the biennial motor vehicle emission inspection in Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties is $20, of which the Commonwealth of Kentucky receives $2.22. None of the proceeds of the inspection fee accrue to the three counties or any of their municipalities.

The $20 biennial inspection fee is paid by governmental agencies operating vehicles in the three northern Kentucky VET counties. If SB 254 becomes law, a savings of $20 per vehicle would be realized every other year, for an average of $10 per year, by those local governments (as well as the state and federal governments) operating vehicles in the three northern Kentucky counties.

The Division of Air Quality in the Department of Environmental Protection, Cabinet for Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, recently polled all federal, state, and local agencies likely to be operating official vehicles in the three northern Kentucky counties. Approximately 65 percent of the governmental agencies polled have responded to date, indicating that 904 vehicles registered to local government agencies are operating in Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties and are being inspected under the VET program. Projecting the 904 to the universe of affected vehicles, based upon the 65 percent response, would indicate a total of 1,390 vehicles registered to local governments which are being tested annually under the three county VET program. Therefore, an annual savings of $13,900 would be realized by local governments by going to a two-year rather than a one-year inspection cycle for government-owned motor vehicles operating in Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties.
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