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Summary:

Section 3 requires health plans that provide coverage for surgical first assisting or intraoperative surgical benefits or services to cover services rendered by a certified surgical assistant.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

This will depend on what the costs are for the services of a certified surgical assistant to assist in surgery and the costs of the person who would be assisting if the certified surgical assistant was not.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
It should have no effect on the appropriate use of surgical assistants.

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

It can be argued that it will be a substitute if the certified surgical assistant serves in place of a physician or in place of an assistant whose services are more expensive than a certified surgical assistant.
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