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A RESOLUTION urging the Transportation Cabinet to review the graduated driver's license program.

WHEREAS, Kentucky enacted a partial graduated driver's license program in 1996; and

WHEREAS, many teens feel that the compulsory driver training course required under the 1996 legislation should be offered as part of the examination for an instruction permit rather than offered within a year of being issued a driver's license, because by the time a person has a driver's license his or her driving patterns are fully ingrained and not subject to change; and

WHEREAS, it is important to periodically review state programs to ensure their effectiveness and to determine if the program should be restructured or discontinued;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is urged to review the following issues associated with the graduated driver's license program:

(a)
Assuring that testing locations are suitable for reenacting real life driving situations and offering actual driving experience in addition to textbook instruction;

(b)
Extending the time an instruction permit must be held from six months to nine months;

(c)
Instructing teen drivers how to operate both a manual transmission and an automatic transmission;

(d)
Offering driver training manuals in an electronic format;

(e)
Offering state owned vehicles that all persons would use when taking a driving examination in place of testing in the person's own vehicle;

(f)
Reallocating funds used for the current graduated driver's license program to fund the issues in this section if the current program is deemed to be inadequate and should be discontinued;

(g)
Reinstituting driver education courses in all high schools;

(h)
Replacing human instructors with video materials to complete the compulsory driver training course;

(i)
Studying the feasibility of lowering insurance rates if teen drivers receive a high score on a driving examination or if a teen takes a longer driver's education course;

(j)
Updating instructional materials, including video materials, to avoid using materials that use a "shock and horror" approach to frighten teen drivers into complying with traffic laws; and

(k)
Varying the conditions under which driving examinations are conducted, including conducting examinations during periods of precipitation, darkness, and under hazardous weather conditions.
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